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attempt was a more dignified affair. His father died in London in 1908. He was almost immediately adopted as candidate for the vacant seat, and within two years of his first defeat he was representing West Worcestershire which his father had held since 1892.
At one of the meetings during the campaign the chairman expressed the opinion "that with so many carpet baggers going about then, he thought West Worcestershire was lucky."
Mr. Baldwin was an ideal representative for his father's constituency and had merely to follow in his father's ways. Action counted for more than words and his record was honourable.  For nine years he had been on the Worcestershire County Council. The audience at one meeting pledged him their support since "they had known Mr.  Baldwin as a successful public man; they had tried him and he had proved his worth."  He had taken the wise precaution of confining his energies to a limited sphere and making his position where it was the most valuable.   It is often harder to be appreciated on a parish council than to rule an Empire from Whitehall.   In the former case the powers of showmanship are of no avail.   Mr. Baldwin had made his first speech in opposition to a local sewage scheme which was long overdue.   He had first performed simple duties and left high politics to their own devices.  He had made no fame for himself publicly, but had learned a wealth of political experience of a provincial nature.   People are apt to forget in modern politics that centralisation has never shifted the source of power.   London is still the mere reflection of the unobtrusive provinces.
From a quiet family life Mt. Baldwin came to London eager but self-assured. He had a position in Industry. His name was known in the shadow of the cathedral of his county city. No man could ask more of political fate. He had little need to assert himself or to thrust himself to the centre of political circles. Like his father he need only speak on subjects with which he was well acquainted.